
 
 

 

Dealing with Deer 

While deer are beautiful creatures, they can be a pest to the home gardener!  

 

Deer Habitat and Preferences 

Deer prefer to live on the edge of forested areas where 
they can find food and protection from predators. While in more 
rural environments, deer tend to eat native plants, corn, grains 
and alfalfa. In urban areas, their food source becomes your yard 
and garden. They prefer younger, more tender plants over older 
woody ones; however, they will eat almost anything. If you have 
a mix of plants that they like and dislike, they will often trample the less preferred plants 
to get to the tastier ones.  

Below is a listing of plants we have available at our garden centers that deer dislike. 

 

Annuals Perennials 
Ageratum – Partial Sun Ajuga – Part Sun 

Cleome – Full to Partial Sun Aster – Full Sun  
Cosmos – Full to Partial Sun Bleeding Heart - Shade 
Dahlia – Full to Partial Sun Butterfly Weed – Full Sun 

Dusty Miller – Full to Partial Sun Campanula – Full Sun 
Geranium – Full Sun Columbine – Full to Partial Sun  

Heliotrope – Full to Partial Sun Dianthus – Full Sun 
Hypoestes – Partial Sun Gaillardia – Full Sun 

Lantana – Full Sun Foxglove – Part Shade 
Marigolds – Full Sun Heuchera – Part Shade 

Salvia – Full to Partial Sun Lamium – Shade 
Snapdragons – Full to Partial Sun Purple Coneflower – Full Sun 

Sweet Alyssum – Partial Sun Sedum – Full Sun 
Verbena – Full to Partial Sun Yarrow – Full Sun 
Wax Begonia – Partial Shade  

Zinnia – Full Sun  
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Barriers and Repellents 

If you have a particular garden that the deer love to eat, and you do not wish to 
change it, a barrier or repellent may be your best option. Fences can reduce the number of 
deer that enter your garden, although they are not 100% effective. At the same time, deer 
can become accustomed to a repellent used frequently. We recommend using a product 
such as  Repellex or Liquid Fence. These two products work differently and provide a 
double dose of protection. Repellex is systemic – you plant a tablet along with your 
annuals or perennials. The chemical is then taken up by the root system, making the plant 
inedible. This treatment lasts for the entire growing season. Liquid fence provides a scent 
repellent that discourages deer from entering your garden. It is effective, although it must 
be reapplied throughout the season. 

Oftentimes, using both methods works well. Try constructing a small barrier, such 
as placing fishing line between stakes around the perimeter of your garden, while using a 
repellent or a variety of repellents. The fishing line will startle the deer as they bump into 
it and are unable to see it. No single method is 100% effective, but with rotating repellants 
and using physical barriers, you should be able to enjoy your garden all season long! 

 


